The MEECAS Board will submit changes to the MEECAS By-Laws to membership at the November 22, 2008 meeting at Schaumburg High School.

In order for contributors to MEECAS to deduct their contributions from federal income tax, we must be recognized as a non-profit organization by the IRS. This is required even though MEECAS is a non-profit corporation in the State of Illinois.

This is important for the organization because of the substantial corporate contributions that support USACAS and other MEECAS activities.

The proposed changes are underlined in relevant articles at the end of this document.   If your copy of this email does not have underlining, you can find the changes highlighted in a complete By-Laws document on the MEECAS website http://meecas.org/ .  Changes include additions to the wording  in Article II and  in Article VII  as well as a new Article IX.
RATIONALE FOR CHANGES

Article II.  The proposed additions provide the standard vocabulary for 501( c)(3) charitable and educational organizations.  They do not change the purposes of the organization stated in the current Article II.

Article VII.  This clarifies distribution of assets should the organization cease.

Article XI. (new)  This combines the verbiage needed to prohibit personal benefits and to prohibit substantial lobbying.  The organization may not serve for the personal benefit of an officer or member.  However, it may provide compensation for services to a member.  The organization may not participate in SUBSTANTIAL lobbying.  The word “substantial” means that funds are spent on lobbying.  The organization may provide testimony before governmental organizations in open meetings or provide statements of opinion to government if there is no expense to the organization. 

PROPOSED CHANGES--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ARTICLE II – Purpose

Said corporation is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.  Specifically, the purposes of MEECAS shall be to encourage active interest in the use of computer algebra systems and related technology in schools, to improve learning of mathematics, to influence curriculum, assessment, and pedagogy, to promote teacher development and experimentation with computer algebra systems, to support research in computer algebra systems in education, and to provide opportunities for exchange of ideas about teaching and learning with computer algebra systems.

Article VII – Dissolution of MEECAS

If at any time MEECAS shall cease to carry out the purpose as herein stated, all assets and property held by it, whether in trust or otherwise, shall, after payment of all liabilities, be paid over to an organization selected by the Governing Board which has similar purposes and tax status as defined by Section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code as now enacted or as it may hereafter be amended, and such assets and property shall be applied exclusively for such charitable, scientific, or educational programs. Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by a Court of Competent Jurisdiction of the county in which the principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

Article IX—Exclusion of Personal Benefits and Substantial Lobbying Activity

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article ll hereof. No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.
Submitted by

John W. McConnell, MEECAS Secretary

October 22, 2008

